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I felt with all my heart that the question of the canalization
of the waters of Karlsruhe was more vital to me than any
question relating to my dear fatherland." To emphasize the
resemblance between Karmazinov and Turgenev, Dosto-
evsky gives his hero "a florid face with thick locks of white
hair that fell abundantly from under his silk hat and curled
around his clean little pink ears." He also gives him a "sweet
and somewhat high-pitched voice." Finally, he makes Kar-
mazinov read in public his latest story, entitled "Merci," the
text of which was inspired by an article that Turgenev had
written for the magazine of the brothers Dostoevsky.
Turgenev recognized himself in this caricature and com-
plained about it in a letter to a friend. "Dostoevsky has in-
dulged in something worse than caricature. He has repre-
sented me under the name of K., as secretly favorable to the
Nechaev party. It is curious that he should have chosen for
his parody the only tale I ever gave to the paper he once pub-
lished, a tale for which, incidentally, he showered me with
compliments and grateful acknowledgments."
Even without this sacrilege, Dostoevsky would have
aroused the indignation of the Occidentalists, The publica-
tion of The Possessed provoked violent reactions in the press
and among Leftist readers. This frenzied attack on liberalism
seemed to them impious, barbarous, and contrary to the rules
of esthetics. They deplored the fact that a former convict
had gone over to the camp of the enemy and said it was
contemptible for an ex-conspirator to disparage conspiracies.
"Mr. Dostoevsky's novel, The Possessed" declared M.
Nikitin, "is incontrovertible evidence of a fact, which, inci-
dentally, was obvious upon the publication of his first book,
Poor Folk, namely, that its author is devoid of creative imag-